
Why We Need a Transportation Funding Package

The leading issue I hear about from my constituents is transportation.  Whether it’s a detour around a structurally 
deficient bridge, issues concerning noise abatement near busy roadways, or traffic congestion in general, transportation 
is a major quality of life issue. Constituting the backbone of Pennsylvania’s economic viability, our roadways, bridges, 
mass transit, ports, and railways provide the mobility and accessibility necessary for Pennsylvania citizens and the nearly 
$1 trillion in imports and exports that are vital to our state’s economy. 

Unfortunately, due to decades of underinvestment and inaction, our aging transportation network continues to dete-
riorate while vital projects are put on hold due to a lack of funding.  Pennsylvania’s population increased by more than 
740,000 and the economy has expanded by more than $250 billion since the last transportation bill in 1997.  

Consequentially, in 2010, the Pennsylvania State Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) estimated Pennsylvania 
needs to spend an additional $3.5 billion annually to meet its transportation needs, a deficit that will grow to $6.8 bil-
lion annually by 2020 and $10.7 billion annually by 2030.  TRIP (a Washington, D.C.-based non-profit transportation 
research group), recently reported that 37 percent of our roads and highways are in poor or mediocre condition, while 
42 percent of bridges are in need of repair, improvement or replacement, making PA the nationwide leader of structur-
ally deficient bridges. In fact, the Secretary of Transportation just weight-restricted over 1,000 bridges across the state 
due to safety concerns.

As it relates to mass transit, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission estimates that SEPTA currently has 
more than $5 billion in needs that can’t be addressed due to lack of funding - including 99 bridges that are near the 
end of their lifespan, 270 regional cars that will become obsolete, and a power station that is more than 80 years old.

What’s the cost of doing nothing?
In 2012, Pennsylvania’s poor roadways cost drivers an estimated $9.4 billion in the form of additional vehicle op-

erating costs, the cost of lost time and wasted fuel due to traffic congestion, and traffic crashes, costing each motorist 
in our area an estimated $1,798 annually. Also, by failing to enact a comprehensive transportation plan in 2007, the 
Pennsylvania Legislature shifted the burden onto Pennsylvania Turnpike drivers. Act 44 of 2007 requires the turnpike 
to send $450 million to PennDOT annually until 2057, forcing the turnpike to increase tolls every year since 2009 and 
to take on massive debt we’re all responsible for repaying.  As the bond ratings agencies have recently made clear – these 
obligations are unsustainable.

How did we get here?
Like many states, we rely on a “cents per gallon” gas tax to fund our transportation system. Unfortunately, as we drive 

more fuel-efficient vehicles, and as gas prices continue to increase, we consume less fuel and pay less in gas taxes, causing 
the state’s transportation revenues to decline. In fact, gas tax revenue per miles traveled is at its lowest level in history.

Vehicle and driver fees, another source of transportation revenue, have not been adjusted for inflation for more than a 
decade.  The cost of materials for road and bridge projects has increased over the past 10 years while the fees we all pay 
to help finance these items has remained stagnant.

How do we move forward?
In February, Gov. Tom Corbett introduced a plan that would increase transportation funding by $1.8 billion within 

five years.  Shortly thereafter, Montgomery County Senator and Senate Transportation Committee Chairman John 
Rafferty introduced Senate Bill 1, which would increase funding by $2.5 billion within five years.

Both plans rely primarily on the gradual increase of taxes to gas wholesalers, which has remained capped at $1.25 since 
1983; updating driver and vehicle fees, which have been unaltered since 2002; implementing technology to streamline 
PennDOT operations; and enforcing stricter fines for traffic violations, which have been unaltered since 1997. Where 
the two plans diverge is to what degree driver and vehicular fees should be increased, traffic violation fines, and the 
implementation of surcharges on moving traffic violations.

For my own district, with these changes, we could finally take care of our unaddressed transportation needs. Ad-
dressing Act 44 would relieve the perpetually rising toll charges at the Fort Washington, Willow Grove, and Virginia 
Drive interchanges, which serve business complexes that employ thousands of workers, vital to the economy of our 
area. Intersection improvements along Horsham Road, at Blair Mill Road and Route 611, as well as improvements to 
the “Maple Glen triangle” – consisting of Welsh Road, Limekiln Pike, and Norristown Road – would also be addressed 
with this funding.

With a comprehensive funding plan, SEPTA will finally have the ability to invest in its long-term viability and effi-
ciency by fixing its deficient bridges and railways and replacing its vehicles with modern, energy-efficient vehicles that 
cost less to operate and maintain.

The bottom line is that the costs for neglecting our transportation infrastructure continue to mount.  Business and 
community leaders from all segments of the economy and from across the Commonwealth have called for action.  It’s 
time we took the steps necessary to ensure our transportation system is safe and efficient for the citizens of Pennsylvania.


